THE LIBRARY OF THE BRITISH MUSEUM
thereby losing useful rents. But a cheaper alternative was found.4
An Act (2 Edw. VI I, c 12) was passed in 1902, empowering the
Trustees to remove and store, but with facilities for consultation at
Bloomsbury on notice given, newspapers and other printed matter
appearing to them to be rarely required for public use. Land was
bought at Hendon, in the North-West of London, and a purely
utilitarian store, with a Superintendent's house, erected on it; ample
space was left for future enlargement, which, as we shall sec, was to
come thirty years later. The building was in use by 1905, all the
provincial newspapers later than 1800 being moved into it, with a
few other classes of little-used documents. A supplement to the
General Catalogue, then being completed, was printed at the same
time, listing both London and provincial papers from 1801 to 1900,
The arrangement for consultation of the papers at Hcndon was that
any asked for were brought up to the Museum by a weekly delivery
and there read in the Newspaper Room as before. It may be imagined
how inconvenient the delay of anything up to seven days between
request and access often was to readers.
As soon as the financial burden of the War was lifted the Govern-
ment provided, under the Public Buildings Expenses Act of 1903,
a sum of ^150,000, to be used in conjunction with the ^50,000
from the Lean bequest. The Treasury had previously refused to do
this until the Trustees should have attempted to reduce the bulk of
their collections. Sir J. J. Burnet was appointed architect, and he
drew plans for a completion of the Museum buildings on the three
remaining sides, the portion to be immediately taken in hand being
the North side, covering the sites of the houses on the South side of
Montague Place. On 7th June, 1907, King Edward VII laid the
Foundation stone of the wing which was to bear his name. As the
King Edward VII Building was not to be completed till the time of
Maunde Thompson's successor, it will be described in the next
:hapter,
2* THE ORIENTAL LIBRARY
In 1892 Rieu retired, and soon afterwards went to Cambridge as
uns's Professor of Arabic.5 As that great Orientalist William